The Taft Collegeebsitetook on a new
Lookrecently. You can now link to information
Aboutthe Transition to Independent Living
Program?2 different ways. Check us out!

Sophomore Parent Meeting

The Taft College Graduation Ceremadsyat

7:00 PM on May Zlon the Taft High Schoc
Football Field (which is right next door). Yo
student will participate in this ceremony. .
Parent Meeting is being held on the same d
at 1:00 PMin the TC Student Support Servic
Building. The key to understanding stude
adjustrrent after graduation is knowing wha
to expect and how to be practive with the
challenges that may arise during tF
transition. The meeting should end at abol
3:00 PM. You may want to have an ea
dinner with your student before s/he get
ready for the graduation ceremony held or
that evening. | believe they have to be at tt
auditorium by 6:00 PM.Please mark youl
calendar

Please Give Debra Ekdahl a call at (661)-768&9 by
May 5" to confirm your attendance at this meeting.

Freshman Parent Meeting

I hope this finds you all having a wonderful new year! V
have truly enjoyed working with your sons and daughte
this year. The majority dfeshmen have made the
transition from home to college very smoothly, with just
few bumps along the way. We hope your parental
transition has been as successful. We continue to welc
your calls and @nails, as well as concerns, advice, and
assistance.

As your son/daughter gets closer to entering his/her
sophomore year at TC, there will be more transitions,
wonderful times, and challenges to experience. We ha\
lot of information to share with you. So, we have planne
Parent Meeting for April 8 @ 1:00 PMwhich is the day
the students return from Spring Break.

Obviously, those of you who are attending the parent
meeting will transport your student back to Taft after
Spring Break. Staff will assist your son/daughter in
arranging transportation sogrsoplease notify Mary
Halford atmhalford@taft.orgor (661) 7637850 by
February 16 to let her know whether a round trip ticket
will be necessary for your son/daughter.

I sincerely look forward to seeing allyaju,
Sandy Popejoy

Sandy Popejoy

Program Director, TIL
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was held in 2009. The On Our Own Club will age

sponsor a team for 2010. Expect a challenge fro
Paula Wiiams to donate to this worthgause.


mailto:mhalford@taft.org

Learning opportunities and natural consequences
hand in hand at TIL. The students haene to us from thely The website selfdeterminationak.org
loving comfort of their family homes. Parents have entrustll describes self determination as:
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Sometimes this transition comes with discomfort (natui
consequences). Many of us understand the discomfort
hah y3 (G2 61 G§OK 2dz2NJ FNASYRA
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our pantry when we really wanted fresh, hot pizza and t
companionship of our friends. This is the natural conseque
of under budjeting or over spending or perhaps other issus
The learning opportunity is one that makes strong connecti
and assists us at TIL in teaching the student about: budge
cooking, pre planning, health, self reliance, flexibility and le
to self detemination.
While the example of the lost opportunity for pizza may se:
small, it teaches so many life skills and provides that nat
teaching moment that allows the staff at TIL to assist f
student in practicing self determination.
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Especially since loved ones with disabilities seem to have n
struggles than usual. Our instinct is to make our childi
comfortable and shield them from the harsh realities of tl
world. The TIL n@egram provides the buffer that the student
and parents have come to rely upon. We can soften the bl
that come as part of daily life by teaching the students to t Spring semester also preparégshmen about
the tools acquired to independently determine the outcom .
for themselves. the prospect of living of€ampus next year a:

Back to h_e pizza example; if oned ones come tgkel A2LIK2Y2NBaA OAl GKS O
student out for pizza, send money for it, bring frozen pizza:s
fill up the fridge or pay a bill in order to allow the student mofy This particular course educates and prepail
income, has the student had the opportunity to practice th
new independentiving skills?
) The two years that students spend with us is sucll hayving additional roommates, the increase
UAye U0AYS FNIYS Ay UKS O2yi
the most loving ting you can do for your studests to allow i living expenses, the aabomy of living off
them to stumble, fall, pick themselves up, learn from t
SELISNASYOS IyR 3aANRSP { &Sodd
thirjk'it"s holding on that makes one strgnsometimes it's impending sophomore.
f SGUAYy3I 32 ¢

Acombination of skills, knowledge and beliefs that
enable a person to engage in goal directed-self
regulated, autonomous behavior. An understandin
of one's strengths and limitations together with a
belief in on&) gelf ascapable and effective are
essential to seffletermination. When acting on the
basis of these skills and attitudes, individuals have
greater ability to take control of their lives and

Freshman Update

freshmen about the multifaceted aspects «

campus, and complexities of academia as

Freshmen are extremely excited about tf

possibility of living oftampus and are eager t

. begin working on their coursework.
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Challenging Funding Issues

This has been a veghallenging year in regard to TIL funding. California Regional Centers suffered millions of "
in cuts from the state, making it difficult for some applicants to receive funding for the program. Many appl
have had to appeal to their regionag¢mters to get funding, some receiving partial funding, while others are de!
entirely. Some regional centers are refusing to fund TIL if their consumers have not received a high school
are under the age of 22nd still qualify for programs funded by their high school districts. To oangpthe financial
difficulties, many TIL students and families do not realize the amount of funds we lose when their sons/datl
miss classes because of trips home or byeeding their holiday breaks. While we realize emergency situations
O02YS dzZlJ 6S Fftaz2 ¢yl G2 SyO2dz2NI 3IS @&2dz (2 YAYAYA
planning other activities during regularly scheduled breaks in the TIL schelBuketo these funding issues TIL rl
been forced to make some changes to compensate the losses. Students will now be allowed only one (&
personal necessity time per semester. The unused personal necessity time does not carry over to the fc
SSYSaidSNE® b2 2yteée gAff (GKAA RSONBIFIrasS (KS FAylLYy
for success in the program and in achieving their goal of becoming responsible and independent adults.

By Kathy Evarts

TIL Intake Coordétor I
| | || | | | || | | || | | || |

Happy New Year!

As | flip over my calendar page, | am struck by the fact that it is already 2010 and that the TIL program is goi
15" anniversary withthe next incoming class. It is quite amazing that we have grown and our stutiemes
prospered at a level that | never envisioned. We will have over 200 graduates at the end of this academic year
program has assumed a leadership role throughout the country as a model program for students with Autis
Intellectual Disabilieis. | congratulate the most incredible and dedicated Staff of all time for their innovative idea
implementation of the TIL program. | salute the TIL students for their persistence and accomplishments wit
program and their success in their inggment adult lives. | also want to commend Taft College for its endee
support of the program and personally to thank Willy Duncan, our President ,for providing the leadership

establishing the National Consortium of Community College Presiftangsitism and Intellectual Disabilities.

With each new year we have new opportunities and of course new challenges. The most pressing challenge
all face is the financial sustainability of the program and relatively speaking we have not beenrittagis most
programs at Community Colleges throughout the stdiat we need to be prudent in our spending and mc
important, diligent in our income stream. The TIL program is funded doyeRegional Centsrthroughout California
and we are reimbursedy a formula that pays us for hourly attendance. If a student does not participate ir
program due to illness or absence, we do not get paid. Therefore, we are forced to limit the amount of time
student can be absent from the program to 6 hopes semester for personal reasons. | feel that our approach she
be proactive in ensuring that our students can benefit most by their daily participation in the program and th
program can realize the maximum amount of funding allowed by our cantrac

This year we will have a groundbreaking ceremony for the new TIL Center for Independent Living which will
new classrooms, dorms and office space for our program. | will keep you posted regarding the details
monumental event as the yeartINE AN &daSad {23 L 221 F2NBINR (2 @&:

2010 another landmark year for our students.
Jeff Ross
Coordinator, Student Support Service




= Level One

I e Begin to develop a Transition Plan with the help of the family and the Transition Specialist.
¢ Identify transition community (s) for research.
e Tour apartments andeighborhoods in transition community (s).
I e Begin to think about the transition living arrangement (live alone or with a roommate).
e Research all Lotmcome and Section 8 housing lists.
m e Attend all housing application and interview appointments when needed.
e To be on target $300 in Transition Savings Account (January).

Level Two

¢ Meet with family and discuss Transition Plans.
I e Travel as needed to complete Transition Plans.
e Tour apartments and neighborhoods in transition community (s).

" e Decide on transitiona@ammunity and living arrangement.
I e Begin communication with future roommate and the family.
¢ Research all Lotwmcome and Section 8 housing lists.

e Attend all housing application and interview appointments when needed.
e To be on target $600 in Transition Sawgs Account (July).

Level Three

e Travel as needed to complete Transition Plans.
I e Interview independent living skills agencies and decide which service agency will be on the Transition T
e Continue communication with future roommate and the family.
m e Tour gartments and neighborhoods in transition community (s).
e Research all Lotwmcome and Section 8 housing lists.
I e Attend all housing application and interview appointments when needed.
e Prepare for the Transition Meeting.
e To be on target $900 in Transitiolbavings Account (January).

Level Four

e Travel as needed to complete transition plans.
I e Interview independent living skills agencies and decide which service agency will be on the Transition T,
e Meet with Department of Rehabilitation Counselor.
m e Tour apatments and neighborhoods in transition community (s).
e Research all Loitmcome and Section 8 housing lists.
I e Attend all housing application and interview appointments when needed.
e Attend and conduct Transition Meeting (meetings begin during Spring Break).
e To be on target $1,200 in Transition Savings Account (July).
I e Students start to rent apartments (June).
e Graduate from Taft College and the TIL program (May).
n e Transition from the TIL program (June).

L e e e - .




Career Education

Louis Weaveand Diego Herrera

Employees of the month!

Barry Gee and Sarah Bradford




Student Support Services = | Open Section 8 Lists

_ ) _ County:
Student Support Services (SSS) provide services
accommodations for individuals with disabilities. Some ¢ Alpine, Del Norte, Humboldt, Imperial, Inyo,
Kings, Lake, Mariposa, Napa, Plumas,
Riverside, San Benito, San Diego, Santa
psychological, learning disabilities, speech and langua= Cruz, Shasta, Siskiyou,
Sonoma, Sutter, Tehama, Tulare & Yuba.

Ithe disabilites may include physical, emotionall

Idisorders, and students with visual or hearingl

impairments. These services and accommodations he City:
|

I students with disabilities have access to college facilitie

Anaheim, Crescent City, Encinitas, Eureka,

classes, and college life. Napa, Oceanside, Port Hueneme, Redondo
" - Beach, Redding, San Diego, Suisun, Upland
& Vacaville.
I Services and accommodations are individualized and EI
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|
I services include: priority registration/registration

assistance, sign language interpreter, netaker, tape

recording lectures, books on tape, material in alternat® After Graduating from the TIL Program

I formats, extra time on tests, assistive technolog)l July Graduates move o new community
Independent Living Skills agencies begin
working with the Graduates.

Graduates meet with Department of

In order to determine if a student qualifies for services cl Rehabilitation Counselors.

= distraction reduced testing, ad preferred seating. .

accommodations, they need to make an appointmer” July i August
A Transition Departmentaintains telephone
contact with the Graduates.
= specialist or DSPS counselor can approve the need _ A Job Developing agencies begin workivith
the Graduates.

I with the learning specialist (763799). Only a Iearningl

I accommodatons.
I August i November
- A Graduates files are received at new Region:
Any student can request services. The student fills out” Center.
I packet that provides information about them that heIpsI Octzbe(r;'l' 3“”{9 bein to attend ob intervi
_ o o _ raduates begin to attend job interviews an
" the learning specialist determine if the student is i find employment.
I candidate for SSS. They will then meet with the learnir A ;crralrzlsﬁlonUDeg\artmerEontalgts graduates
or FollowUp Assessment Report.
specialist. From the imrmation that they student
= _ _ _ . - December - January
I provides and the meeting, the learning specialist wi A Graduates begin to feel comfortable with
determine if the student qualifies for services. I transition.
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Interpersonal Relationships

Interpersonal Relationships class is moving into
secion of the curriculum that piqueshe student:
AYyiSNBald GKS Yzadszs BRI

Actually, the course focuses on the moral, social,
legal aspects of sexuality. Instructiorcises on: par
of the body, the sexual life cycle, human reproduct
birth control, and sexual health. The purpose of
course is to provide the students with informat
that will enable them to make safe and inforn
choices regarding their sexusti therefore, reducin
sexual vulnerability.

By midsemester, approximately the end of Mar
the students will be challenged to pass a tes
determine their eligibility to have visitors of t
opposite sex in their room. Visitation can only occ
both parties have successfully passed
Interpersonal Relationships test. If a student does
pass the test, opportunities to study are available,
the student may retake the test.

{GdzRSy (Ga GKIFG LI a&dvisidbr
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list of responsibilities that are discussed with
student. Failure to adhere to these responsibilities
NBadzZ G Ay dedl Ssitafion grvilBgésibai
revoked.

Lee Schryver
ADSF

As always, if you have any questions please

don't

Travel Talk

hesitate to contact me at:
mhalford@taft.org



mailto:mhalford@taft.org
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or child. It is the goal of our Special Needs Program to help the parents and guardians of loved ones with speci:
tomaked ' ya FT2NJ 6KS SYGdANB FI YAf&Qa 7Tdzidz2NBo

When a family member with special needs receives government benefits, eligibility may be based on the amc
GKS aLISOAlIf ySSRQa LISNR2yQa aasSdaa IyR Ay O2xNbikwy mayf
temporarily end, until those assets fall below the eligibility level.

Our special needs program addresses the issues regarding eligibility as well as the concern parents have ab
OKAft RQa ¢Sttt 0SAYy 3LthepardniP@detesstsdheiciild. THsSan BepSoylématic.Kbwevel
parents can now consult financial professionals and attorneys that have had extensive training in working with ¢
Needs families.

Estate and financial planning is always Eraingbut especially when family members include a special needs I
one. Folks like you have asked the same questions: 1) Where will my child live if | should die? 2) Where will the
come from to ensure that his/her lifestyle continues in the samanner | provide to them now, ensuring the quality
life they deserve? 3) Is guardianship an issue? 4) Will my child need a trustee? 5) Who will help with eligibility i<
regarding government benefits?

A strong consideration for all families@lid be to consult with an attorney regarding a Special Needs Trust. Prc
RN} FGSR {LISOAIFf bSSRa ¢Ndzada y2N¥Iffe R2yQiG FFSO
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As a TIL supporter | would like to offer you more information on these topics. Please feel free to contact me fi
initial consultation in person or via telephone with no charge or obligation.

Barry Rosenfeld, CLU, ChFC, ChLAP has worked in the financial servicssyisthce 1976.

He has received extensive training from the National Center on Life Planning to better assist those in need of SpeciaPheiisg.
Barry is a member and a past president of the Bakersfield West Rotary Club

He can be reached at hidfice in Bakersfield at (661) 327 3733 or (800) 726 9466 or-hyad at cbr@etcrier.net.

Taft College
Your student will be packing items in his/her dorr
during the month of Jundt would be very helpful
; ; : ; Transition to Independent Living Program
to him/her if you could bring moving lf’oxes when http://web.taftcollege.edu/student services/indep
you come to the May 21 Parent Meeting. endent living.shtml

http://www.taft.cc.ca.us/
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I This semesteisophomoresare busy preparing for graduation and living independently. They are enrollnI
. in classes that further prepare them for imminent emergence into reality, hence the namesake of
GKA&d aSYSadSNR O2dzaNESAT awSlftAlE MaAamMPECKAA O2s
I encourages students to familiarize themselves with their transition community, the transportation systl
. low cost activities, community resazgs, and also involves an enithe-semester oral presentation about
their new dwelling. m



