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Professor Rick Miranda
By Toni Staib
Staff Writer

        Anatomy class

	 Mr. 
Miranda 
prefers his 
students call 
him by his first 
name, Rick, 
because titled 
names like 
“Mr.” make 
him feel old. 
He’s really 
only 26 or 27 
at heart, so he’s 
old enough to 
know better 
but still young 
enough to have 
fun. What 
sets him apart from other 
teachers is probably his 
sarcasm and humor. Many 
students can second this 
because he’s quite a funny 
guy and easy to get along 
with.

	 Rick enjoys 
teaching because of the 
array of classes he teaches: 
introduction to biology, 
cellular biology, human 
physics, human anatomy 

and vertebrate zoology. 
He says he “doesn’t have 
a favorite class to teach 
because every class is 
unique in its own way. 
These classes he teaches 
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	 Have you seen 
the little yellow lab mix 
dog running around Taft 
College? “Yea, I whistled 
at her, but she ran off 
chasing a guy in a gold 
car. What’s up with that 
dog?” said Kris Herd, a 
full-time student at Taft 
College. 
	 The same story
 goes for many students 
as Ginger tends to be very 
skittish at times. 

	 Our official 
mascot is the 
cougar, but Ginger 
is just as widely 
known. She never 
really leaves the 
school because 
the school is her 
home. She even 
has her own little 
dog house by 
the maintenance 

trailer behind the LRC. Her 
caretaker, Mike Capela, has 
even installed an ingenious, 
mini-air conditioning/heater 
unit for her so she can be 
comfortable as the seasons 
change.
	 Mr. Capela is our 
director of maintenance and 
operations, and he found 
Ginger’s mother, Sugar, 
about eight years ago. 
She came in as a sickly 
lab and hung around the 
college. Mr. Capela and the 
other maintenance people 
left food and water out 

for her. They suspected 
Sugar had been abused 
because she wouldn’t let 
them even come near her. 
She’d always run off. After 
about one year of hanging 
out at the college, the 
maintenance workers could 
pet her, and she became 
pregnant. She had Ginger 
and her brother under the 
maintenance trailer.
	 The dog house was 
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tend to be more difficult 
because he has high 
expectations of his students 
and demands on their time.
	 He’s had plenty 
of time and experience 
to develop his teaching 
criteria. The past three years 
he’s worked here at Taft 
College. Two years prior, 
he was a professor at Cal 
State Bakersfield and before 
that he taught on and off at 
Riverside for four years.
Rick never wanted to be a 
teacher during his school 
years. In the beginning, his 
ultimate goal was to be a 
pure science researcher; 
as he taught more classes, 
he began to enjoy it more. 
He started to enjoy the 
classroom so much that 
“Professor Rick Miranda” 

made, and baby boy was 
given away, and Ginger got 
all her shots and paperwork. 
Sadly, maintenance couldn’t 
find Sugar one day and later 
found her in the road. She’d 
been hit by a car and left for 
dead.
	 Today Mike Capela 
still takes care of Ginger 
and keeps her healthy. He’s 
taught her tricks such as 
how to sit and how to lie 
down. If you’re feeling 
lucky one day, try to call her 
over and see if she wants a 
good tummy rub.

became his professional 
title.
	 As for his family, 
Mrs. Miranda is a 
molecular geneticist at 
CSUB. Rick also has two 
other adorable girls in his 
life. They call him dad and 
they are ages six and two.
He likes to take all his 
girls to their cabin in 
the mountains which 
is at 7,400 elevation. 
They usually get about 
seventeen feet of snow, so 
they do a lot of sledding.
	 His other hobbies 
include photography and 
guitar. He’s very good 
at both considering he 
has fifteen guitars and 
also takes thousands 
of photographs for 
enjoyment.

Professor Miranda at work
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